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 PERIODIC 

Election Map
 

Essential Question: 
What can you learn about a presidential electi
 

Context:  
An election map can be a valuable tool 
maps tie politics to geography and can reveal 
addition, presidential election maps can illuminate the election process by highlighting the importance 
of the Electoral College, when compared to the overall popular vote
 

Lesson Ideas: 
In this lesson, students will learn about presidential ele
maps can be found at periodicpresidents.com/research/election
 

Idea #1:  
Students fill out the election map data
periodicpresidents.com/research/election
 

Idea #2: 
The teacher highlights a certain election year(s) and 
be completed by students as a whole class
break the students up into groups with each gr
list of “Great Election Maps to Hig
 

Idea #3:  
Students create a bar graph from one of the 
data table columns, or they may just graph the popular votes or electoral votes for a shorter 
assignment.  Also, students may write a descriptive caption to accompany the graph.
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Election Map Activity 

can you learn about a presidential election by examining an election map? 

An election map can be a valuable tool for analyzing the results of a presidential election.  Election 
maps tie politics to geography and can reveal overall trends in voter behavior – at the state level

election maps can illuminate the election process by highlighting the importance 
, when compared to the overall popular vote.   

learn about presidential elections by examining election maps.
periodicpresidents.com/research/election-maps.  

data tables using election maps found at 
periodicpresidents.com/research/election-maps. 

a certain election year(s) and students analyze the election results.  
as a whole class, group work, or individually.  The teacher may decide to 

break the students up into groups with each group responsible for a different election map.  
“Great Election Maps to Highlight” below. 

one of the election map data tables.  Students may graph all of the 
data table columns, or they may just graph the popular votes or electoral votes for a shorter 

write a descriptive caption to accompany the graph.

ese pages for classroom use. 

RESIDENTS 

the results of a presidential election.  Election 
at the state level.  In 

election maps can illuminate the election process by highlighting the importance 

election maps.  Election 

analyze the election results.  This can 
ally.  The teacher may decide to 

election map.  See the 

Students may graph all of the 
data table columns, or they may just graph the popular votes or electoral votes for a shorter 

write a descriptive caption to accompany the graph. 
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Name ____________________________________
 

 PERIODIC 

Election Map
 

Directions: Use the presidential election maps 
and the blanks.  If the information is not available, leave the space blank.
 

Key Vocabulary: 
candidate: A person attempting to become president
political party: A group that supports a can
electoral votes: The number of votes cast by members of the Electoral College
electoral vote percentage: The proportion of electoral votes acquired by a candidate
popular votes: The number of votes 
popular vote percentage: The proportion of popular votes acquired by a candidate
 

 

Election #1:    
 

 
 

Election #2:    

 
 

Election Year: 

Candidates Political Party

  

  

  

  

  

Election Year: 

Candidates Political Party
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Name _________________________________________________   Date __________________  Class ____________

ERIODIC TABLE OF THE PRESIDENTS

Election Map Activity 
Use the presidential election maps found at periodicpresidents.com/research/election-maps

information is not available, leave the space blank. 

to become president 
A group that supports a candidate, usually with a specific agenda or set of goals
The number of votes cast by members of the Electoral College 

The proportion of electoral votes acquired by a candidate 
The number of votes cast by the American voting public 

The proportion of popular votes acquired by a candidate 

  Election Winner: 

Political Party 
Electoral 
Votes 

Electoral 
Vote % 

Popular Votes

   

   

   

   

   

  Election Winner: 

Political Party 
Electoral 
Votes 

Electoral 
Vote % 

Popular Votes

   

   

   

   

   

ese pages for classroom use. 

_________  Class _______________ 
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maps to fill in the table 

didate, usually with a specific agenda or set of goals 

 

Popular Votes 
Popular 
Vote % 
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Election #3:    

 
 

Election #4:    

 
 

Election #5:    

 

 

Election Year:   Election Winner:  

Candidates Political Party 
Electoral 
Votes 

Electoral 
Vote % 

Popular Votes 
Popular 
Vote % 
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Great election maps to highlight: 
 

1820: 
The “Era of Good Feelings” election.  James Monroe wins the election in a landslide, defeating John 
Quincy Adams in a near unanimous victory.  This election effectively marked the end of the Federalist 
Party. 
 

1824: 
The year of the “Corrupt Bargain.”  No candidate won a majority of the electoral votes.  As a result, 
the election was sent to the House of Representatives, and John Quincy Adams was declared the 
winner.  Claiming that a “corrupt bargain” was struck, Andrew Jackson set his sights on getting 
revenge and winning the election of 1828 (and he did). 
 

1860: 
The election that “started the Civil War.”  Many factors led to the outright armed conflict between the 
states.  However, Abraham Lincoln’s 1860 presidential victory was the last straw for many 
Southerners. 
 

1864: 
Where’s the other half of the country?  During the Civil War, the Confederate States did not participate 
in this election. 
 

1912: 
The near-return of the Bull Moose. In this election, Woodrow Wilson became president while former 
political allies, Taft and Roosevelt, splintered the rest of the vote. 
 

1920: 
The first election with universal women’s suffrage.  Warren G. Harding wins the race, with a distinct 
party line drawn through the country. 
 

1936: 
FDR’s third term.  In this election Roosevelt wins an unprecedented third presidential race.  He will go 
on to win number four in 1940. 
 

2000: 
The Florida Recount.  George W. Bush wins his first trip to the White House after five weeks of 
lawsuits and recounting votes.  The Supreme Court ultimately determined the winner of this one by 
halting the recount. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


