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Essential Questions: 
1. How did President Eisenhower enforce a Supreme Court decision 
and influence our current system of education? 
 

2. How did the U.S. Constitution affect President Eisenhower’s role in 
school integration? 
 

Context:  
In 1896, the Supreme Court heard the landmark segregation case of 
Plessy v. Ferguson.  In that case, the Supreme Court allowed for 
“separate but equal” public facilities.  This legitimized the practice of 
having separate schools for white and African-American students - 
especially in the American South. 
 

The Plessy ruling was tested and overturned in 1954, when the Supreme Court ruled that 
“separate but equal” public schools were unconstitutional (Brown v. Board of Education).  This 
ruling was met with resistance in some areas.  Such resistance became a national headline in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, in 1957.  At Central High School in Little Rock, the Arkansas National Guard 
barred nine African-American students from entering the previously white school.  Governor Orval 
Faubus removed the National Guard at the request of President Eisenhower, but a mob of angry 
white citizens quickly re-established control.  When the governor and citizens of Little Rock proved 
unwilling to enforce the Brown ruling, President Eisenhower sent federal troops into Little Rock.  
The 101st Airborne Division helped to ensure that the Little Rock Nine were able to integrate 
Central High School. 
   

Lesson Ideas: 
In this lesson, students will synthesize information from several primary sources to explain how 
President Eisenhower used his executive power to enforce a Supreme Court decision (Brown V. 
Board of Education).  In addition, this lesson offers opportunities to incorporate the Common Core 
Standards into social studies. 
 

Idea #1:  
Read the sources and answer the accompanying questions. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
 

Idea #2: 
Create a graphic organizer, or use the sheet provided, to record evidence from each source 
supporting President Eisenhower’s decision to send federal troops into Little Rock. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
 

Idea #3: 
Have a class debate on whether or not President Eisenhower had the constitutional 
authority to act as he did.  Students should use evidence from the sources to substantiate 
their claims. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
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The 
Constitution 
Says… 

The  
Supreme 
Court 
Rules… 

The 
President 
Enforces… 

Article II, Section 1 
 “The executive power shall be vested in a 
President of the United States…he shall take 
the following oath or affirmation:--"I do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the office of President of the United 
States, and will to the best of my ability, 
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States." 

Article II, Section 2 
“The President shall be commander in chief of 
the Army and Navy of the United States, and 
of the militia of the several states…” 

Article III, Section 1 
“The judicial power of the United States, shall 

be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such 

inferior courts as the Congress may from time 

to time ordain and establish.” 

Amendment X 
“The powers not delegated to the United 

States by the Constitution… are reserved to 

the states respectively, or to the people.” 

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 
“The statute of Louisiana…requiring railway 
companies carrying passengers in their 
coaches in that State, to provide equal, but 
separate, accommodations for the white and 
colored races…and providing that no person 
shall be permitted to occupy seats in coaches 
other than the ones assigned to them… are 
not in conflict with the provisions either of 
the Thirteenth Amendment or of the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States.” 

Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 
“Segregation of white and Negro children in the 
public schools of a State solely on the basis of 
race, pursuant to state laws permitting or 
requiring such segregation, denies to Negro 
children the equal protection of the laws 
guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment -- 
even though the physical facilities and other 
"tangible" factors of white and Negro schools 
may be equal.” 

Amendment XIV 
“No state shall…deny to any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” 
 

Press Release, September 24, 1957 
“I have today issued an Executive Order 
directing the use of troops under Federal 
authority to aid in the execution of Federal law 
at Little Rock, Arkansas….” 
 

“Mob rule cannot be allowed to override the 
decisions of the courts.” 

Executive Order 10730, September 23, 1957 
“WHEREAS certain persons in the State of 
Arkansas, individually and in unlawful 
assemblages, combinations, and conspiracies, 
have willfully obstructed the enforcement of 
orders…with respect to matters relating to 
enrollment and attendance at public schools, 
particularly at Central High School…” 
 
“Now, therefore, I, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
President of the United States, under and by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and statues of the United 
States…do command all persons engaged in 
such obstruction of justice to cease and desist 
therefrom, and to disperse forthwith…” 

TM 

Telegram to Governor Orval E. Faubus, September 5, 1957 
“When I became President, I took an oath to 
support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States.  The only assurance I can give 
you is that the Federal Constitution will be 
upheld by me by every legal means at my 
command.” 
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Questions: 
 

1. Education is not mentioned in the U.S. Constitution.  Who does this power belong to? (Cite evidence 
from the appropriate document.) 

 
 
 

2. When the President takes the oath of office, what does he swear to preserve and protect? 
 
 
 

3. The 14
th
 Amendment was passed in 1868.  Why would this amendment be important to post-Civil 

War America? 
 
 
 

4. Summarize the Plessy v. Ferguson decision. 
 
 
 

5. Cite evidence from the documents to explain on what grounds Brown v. Board overturned the Plessy 
decision. 

 
 
 

6. In his executive order, President Eisenhower accuses “certain persons in the state of Arkansas” of 
what crimes? 

 
 
 

7. Because of the above accusation, what does President Eisenhower demand of the people of 
Arkansas? (Cite evidence from the document.) 

 
 
 

8. In his press release, what action does President Eisenhower take regarding the Little Rock situation? 
 
 
 

9. What part of the Constitution gives Eisenhower the power to send federal troops into Little Rock? 
 
 
 

10. Was President Eisenhower using his power appropriately when he sent the 101
st
 Airborne Division 

into Little Rock?  Use evidence from the documents to substantiate your claim. 
 
 
 

11. What does President Eisenhower mean when he states, “Mob rule cannot be allowed to override the 
decisions of the courts”? 
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Directions: 
Use the boxes below to cite evidence from the various sources.  The evidence should help to explain why 
President Eisenhower acted in the way he did regarding school integration.  In the last box, write President 
Eisenhower’s final course of action.  

 

Source: 
 

Evidence: 

Source: 
 

Evidence: 

President Eisenhower’s 
Course of Action: 

Source: 
 

Evidence: 

Source: 
 

Evidence:  

Source: 
 

Evidence: 

Source: 
 

Evidence: 

Source: 
 

Evidence: 

Source: 
 

Evidence: 
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